
The Secretary shall make the program available to the public for free, including by 
placing it on the Department of Education website, and shall ensure that it is readily 
accessible to public libraries throughout the United States. The program shall be 
fully accessible, at a minimum, to speakers of the top five foreign languages spoken 
inside the United States.  

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS- There is authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of Education such sums as are necessary to carry 
out the purposes of this section. 

SEC. 712. GAO STUDY ON THE APPELLATE PROCESS FOR 

IMMIGRATION APPEALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL- The Comptroller General of the United States shall, not later 
than 180 days after enactment of this Act, conduct a study on the appellate 
process for immigration appeals. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS- In conducting the study under subsection (a), the 
Comptroller General shall consider the possibility of consolidating all appeals 
from the Board of Immigration Appeals and habeas corpus petitions in 
immigration cases into 1 United States Court of Appeals, by-- 

(1) consolidating all such appeals into an existing circuit court, such as the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit; 

(2) consolidating all such appeals into a centralized appellate court 
consisting of active circuit court judges temporarily assigned from the 
various circuits, in a manner similar to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court or the Temporary Emergency Court of Appeals; or 

(3) implementing a mechanism by which a panel of active circuit court 
judges shall have the authority to reassign such appeals from circuits with 
relatively high caseloads to circuits with relatively low caseloads. 

(c) FACTORS TO CONSIDER- In conducting the study under subsection (a), the 
Comptroller General, in consultation with the Attorney General, the Secretary, 
and the Judicial Conference of the United States, shall consider-- 

(1) the resources needed for each alternative, including judges, attorneys 
and other support staff, case management techniques including 
technological requirements, physical infrastructure, and other procedural 
and logistical issues as appropriate; 
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(2) the impact of each plan on various circuits, including their caseload in 
general and caseload per panel; 

(3) the possibility of utilizing case management techniques to reduce the 
impact of any consolidation option, such as requiring certificates of 
reviewability, similar to procedures for habeas and existing summary 
dismissal procedures in local rules of the courts of appeals; 

(4) the effect of reforms in this Act on the ability of the circuit courts to 
adjudicate such appeals; 

(5) potential impact, if any, on litigants; and 

(6) other reforms to improve adjudication of immigration matters, including 
appellate review of motions to reopen and reconsider, and attorney fee 
awards with respect to review of final orders of removal. 

Subtitle C--American Competitiveness Scholarship Program 

SEC. 713. AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT- The Director of the National Science Foundation (referred 
to in this section as the `Director') shall award scholarships to eligible 
individuals to enable such individuals to pursue associate, undergraduate, or 
graduate level degrees in mathematics, engineering, health care, or computer 
science. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY- 

(1) IN GENERAL- To be eligible to receive a scholarship under this section, 
an individual shall-- 

(A) be a citizen of the United States, a national of the United States 
(as defined in section 101(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)), an alien admitted as a refugee under section 207 of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1157), or an alien lawfully admitted to the United 
States for permanent residence; 

(B) prepare and submit to the Director an application at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such information as the Director may 
require; and 

(C) certify to the Director that the individual intends to use amounts 
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received under the scholarship to enroll or continue enrollment at an 
institution of higher education (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)) in order to pursue 
an associate, undergraduate, or graduate level degree in mathematics, 
engineering, computer science, nursing, medicine, or other clinical 
medical program, or technology, or science program designated by the 
Director. 

(2) ABILITY- Awards of scholarships under this section shall be made by 
the Director solely on the basis of the ability of the applicant, except that in 
any case in which 2 or more applicants for scholarships are deemed by the 
Director to be possessed of substantially equal ability, and there are not 
sufficient scholarships available to grant one to each of such applicants, the 
available scholarship or scholarships shall be awarded to the applicants in a 
manner that will tend to result in a geographically wide distribution 
throughout the United States of recipients' places of permanent residence. 

(c) AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP; RENEWAL- 

(1) AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP- The amount of a scholarship awarded 
under this section shall be $15,000 per year, except that no scholarship 
shall be greater than the annual cost of tuition and fees at the institution of 
higher education in which the scholarship recipient is enrolled or will enroll. 

(2) RENEWAL- The Director may renew a scholarship under this section for 
an eligible individual for not more than 4 years. 

(d) FUNDING- The Director shall carry out this section only with funds made 
available under section 286(x) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (as added 
by section 712) (8 U.S.C. 1356). 

(e) FEDERAL REGISTER- Not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Director shall publish in the Federal Register a list of eligible 
programs of study for a scholarship under this section. 

SEC. 714. SUPPLEMENTAL H-1B NONIMMIGRANT 

PETITIONER ACCOUNT. 

Section 286 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356) (as 
amended by this Act) is further amended by inserting after subsection (w) the 
following: 

`(x) Supplemental H-1B Nonimmigrant Petitioner Account- 

Page 3 of 4Search Results - THOMAS (Library of Congress)

6/21/2007mhtml:file://H:\Immigration\07%20S1639%20Kennedy%20Specter\Full%20Text%20(As%20Submit...



`(1) IN GENERAL- There is established in the general fund of the Treasury 
a separate account, which shall be known as the `Supplemental H-1B 
Nonimmigrant Petitioner Account'. Notwithstanding any other section of 
this Act, there shall be deposited as offsetting receipts into the account all 
fees collected under section 214(c)(15). 

`(2) USE OF FEES FOR AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM- The amounts deposited into the Supplemental H-1B 
Nonimmigrant Petitioner Account shall remain available to the Director of 
the National Science Foundation until expended for scholarships described 
in section 711 of the Secure Borders, Economic Opportunity and 
Immigration Reform Act of 2007 for students enrolled in a program of 
study leading to a degree in mathematics, engineering, health care, or 
computer science.'. 

SEC. 715. SUPPLEMENTAL FEES. 

Section 214(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

`(15)(A) In each instance where the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, or the Secretary of State is required to impose a fee 
pursuant to paragraph (9) or (11), the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, or the Secretary of State, as appropriate, shall impose 
a supplemental fee on the employer in addition to any other fee required 
by such paragraph or any other provision of law, in the amount determined 
under subparagraph (B). 

`(B) The amount of the supplemental fee shall be $3,500, except that 
the fee shall be 1/2 that amount for any employer with not more than 
25 full-time equivalent employees who are employed in the United 
States (determined by including any affiliate or subsidiary of such 
employer). 

`(C) Fees collected under this paragraph shall be deposited in the 
Treasury in accordance with section 286(x).'. 
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